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Debi Surlas was blinded
as a result of medical mal-
practice. Her compensa-
tion, as determined by a
jury, was entirely non-eco-
nomic and far exceeded the
cap in Congress' proposed
legislation.

The legislation contains
a cruel $250,000 cap on
non-economic damages,
which would make it very
difficult for many sick and
injured women, children,
seniors and those who are
poor, to obtain adequate
compensation destroying
yet another safety net for
many vulnerable families.
This is especially unfair
because senior citizens,
women and children have
either lower or no incomes
and therefore fewer eco-
nomic damages (lost wages).

Debi now must employ
people to take her shop-
ping, even to read to her.
She has had to make struc-
tural changes in her house
to prevent her from falling
and injuring herself. What's
more, Debi has had med-
ical expenses that were not
apparent during her trial,
such as hemorrhages in
her eye that required laser
surgeries. She's had no
choice but to rely on non-
economic compensation to
pay for those medical
expenses.

Economic damages com-
pen-sate for medical bills
and lost wages. Non-eco-
nomic damages compen-
sate injured consumers for
intangible but real "quality
of life" injuries, like perma-
nent disability, disfigure-
ment, trauma, loss of a
limb, blindness or other
physical impairment.

A recent study noted
certain injuries that hap-
pen primarily to women are
compensated predominant-
ly or almost exclusively
through non-economic loss
damages. These injuries
include sexual or reproduc-
tive harm, pregnancy loss,
and sexual assault in-
juries. The proposed legis-
lation would make it im-
possible for some people to
recover fully for non-eco-
nomic damages.

Nine-year-old Martin
Harnett was injured at
birth due to medical mal-
practice and will spend the
rest of his life in a wheel-
chair, wearing diapers and
unable to dress or care for
himself.

His non-economic costs
include basic necessities
that add up, like the cost of
constantly buying new
linens, diaper wipes (insur-
ance pays for diapers but
not wipes), and specially
ordered clothes with a flap

for his feeding tube.
Martin's mother Donna
says, "If there had been a

law then like the one being
considered in the Capitol
now, it would have torn our
family apart..."

Nationwide juries con-
sistently award women more
in non-economic loss dam-
ages than men. Any cap on
non-economic loss dam-
ages will deprive women of
a much greater proportion
and amount of a jury
award than men.

If you believe you have
suffered injury as a result
of someone else's negli-
gence, you have certain
legal rights. You should
contact an attorney who
understands and recog-
nizes the special needs of
women and children and
who has the trial experi-
ence to handle your case.

Carolyn W. Cronkhite is
a litigation attorney in
West Hartford, Connecti-
cut. Over the past eleven
years she has won more
that twenty jury trials
and settled hundreds of
cases. She is a member
of the Connecticut Trial
Lawyer's Association; the
CTLA Women's Caucus,
the Connecticut Bar
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Association and the Cen-
tral Connecticut Women's
Forum. She also serves
as an Attorney Trial
Referee for the Hartford
and New Britain Superi-
or Courts. For more infor-
mation please contact
her at (860) 236-8200.

"l highly recommend Caro-
lyn to those who have the
same high standards that
she possesses.”

~Carol from Bristol.

Testimonials:
"Thank you for taking and
winning our case when
many other law firms
thought it to be a waste of
time. We would, without
any reservation, highly rec-
ommend your legal services
to anyone who wants to win
their case.”
~Scot & Wendy from
Granby
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